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“Littman’s portrayal of the Kaunas ghetto

-Erna Paris, Th e Globe and Mail

Th e fi rst book to raise serious questions about Canada’s immigration and judi-
cial policies toward alleged war criminals, War Criminal on Trial is as contro-
versial and timely today as when it was fi rst published in 1983. 
      War Criminal on Trial is the astonishing story of Helmut Rauca, the fi rst 
Nazi war criminal in Canada to be extradited for war crimes.  Arrested by the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) in 1982, on the charge of aiding 
and abetting in the murder of more than ten thousand Jewish men, women 
and children in 1941 in Kaunas, Lithuania, Rauca was ordered extradited to 
stand trial in Frankfurt.  Sol Littman covered the case from the beginning, 
interviewing Rauca’s friends and associates, members of the RCMP whose 
task it was to hunt him down, and, most signifi cantly, survivors of the Kaunas 
ghetto who remembered Rauca as the SS master sergeant who personally 
selected thousands of Jew for death.
     In documenting how Rauca found sanctuary and, for over thirty years, 
remained undetected in Canada, Littman raises diffi  cult questions about 
the role played by the Canadian government in allowing Rauca and other 
suspected war criminals to fi nd safe haven with in its borders.  According to 
the Simon Wiesenthal Center, between 2,000 and 3,000 suspected Nazi war 
criminals reside in Canada today.  In a new Afterword, Littman bring readers 
up to date on the much publicized Canadian record on war crimes extradi-
tions.

Veteran journalist Sol Littman has served as Canadian Representative of the 
Simon Wiesenthal Center and in that capacity he has played a key role in 
persuading the Canadian government to appoint a Commission of Inquiry on 
War Criminals in Canada and subsequently, to establish a war crimes unit in 
the Canadian Justice Department. 
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